
All Saints’ Weekly Newsletter 

21 June - 27 June 2020 

 

Notices 
 

Coronavirus Update: In response to the relaxation of the lockdown by the government, our church will 
be open for private prayer on Sunday afternoons from 14.00–17.00 and Tuesday mornings from 10.00–
13.00.  The church was deep cleaned and sanitised on Monday 17 June and the pew cushions have been 
removed for the time being to safeguard against the possibility of harbouring viral droplets, which last 
longer on cloth than on hard surfaces.  They will be returned once the threat of COVID-19 has passed.  
We will not be using the old church as a space for private prayer at this time.  Please use the main 
church entrance to enter the building.  
 
Electoral Roll: The revision of the electoral roll will now be extended until 28 days before the delayed 
APCM.  Forms are available from Jean Reeve, the Electoral Roll Officer, or email the church office on 
allsaintsorpington@gmail.com who will forward on your request to Jean). 
 
Our New Vicar:   There is a weekly message from George below in the ‘News’ section.  Please keep 
George and Yun Lee in your prayers.  God bless them and keep them safe. 
  
Foodbank update:  
Food donations can now be taken directly to the main warehouse again at Ex Adventure Kingdom 
Building between 8am - 11.30 Monday, Tuesday and Thursdays.  Using supermarkets such as Tesco as 
you shop is always good because they give us money back on the weight collected. 
 
For money donations, using our website "donate now" or "Give Help" section is the best way, we don't 
have to pay any charges so get the money directly.  Cheques can be sent to Orpington Baptist Church.  
The Just Giving page is great for those who would like to do sponsorship, which is why it was set up, but 
we do have to pay fees on this. 
 
Although there is a good overall stock in the warehouse, they are running low on the following items:  
 
Food 
Cold meat, custard, rice pudding, tinned potatoes, fruit squash. 
 
Toiletries 
Men's and women's shower gel, shampoo and deodorant, men's and women's razors,  
shaving gel, toothbrushes and toothpaste, washing up liquid, washing detergent, baby wipes. 
 
Thank you for your continued support! 



 

In Need of our Prayers 
 

All those affected by the Coronavirus, including: 
people helping those in need, charity workers and the Foodbank team trying to ensure  

that provisions are available to vulnerable families 
all people working through lockdown, including those in supermarkets and pharmacies,  

teachers, train and bus drivers, delivery drivers and funeral directors 
all hospital staff, working in very stressful circumstances, and those in their care, in ICU. 

 
Jean Barbour, Jane Bradstreet, Pat Cutter, Jean Fribence, Brenda Gooding,  

Katie H, Pauline Hill, Ralph Ingram, Carol Jeffery, Jean Jones, Carol King, 

Chris Kitchener, Pam Langley, Jeff Lovell, Kath Misselbrook, Ruth Pooley, 

Jenny Scrivener, Ron White, John Williams, Roma Wright, Lauren 

 

Please pray for Win McHenry who is recovering in hospital after a fall. 
 

Please pray for those in the PRUH chaplaincy team as they continue to support staff,  
patients and relatives  

 

Those who have died recently 

Betty Burville and Keith Parry 

 

May they rest in peace, and rise in glory 

 
Anniversaries of the deaths of loved ones 

Ian Hearn, Harold Whiting, Reginald McCahearty, Derek Whitbread, Ernest & Hilda Whittemore, 

Henry Armstrong, Eunice Rowland, Keith Sibthorpe, Una Jones 

 

A few of us are still using the ‘Our Prayer’ booklets to pray daily for All Saints’.  If you would like to join 
this, please let Gill or Vanessa know. We can send you the text by email. 

 

 

 



 

News 
 

This is issue number thirteen of our weekly news from All Saints’.   
 
This week’s message from the Rev’d. George Rogers: 
 

The rationale of fundamentalism 

Be sober and watchful, fundamentalism is on the march. Whether it emerges as Christian 

fundamentalism, Zionism, Maoism, Hindu nationalism in Gujarat, Eco-fascism, Islamicist terror 

networks, racism, iconoclasm or “Making America Great Again”, the structure of corrosive repressive 

ideology continues to rear its ugly head. Many put this down to a rejection of modernism, a reaction 

against the shallow amoral emptiness of secular liberalism or the hubris of scientism. Doubtless all these 

play their part in virulently reproducing countless combinations of ‘-isms’, but the real culprit is fear. 

 

It is fear that brings out the atavistic response of the reptilian brain, only in humans there is the demonic 

complexity of the collective. When faced with an imminent threat (actual or imagined) humans bond 

together. A belief system can be key to this bonding. The ideology of the group, reinforced by opposition 

from the object of fear, (real or imagined and therefore, defended by paranoia), enforces irrational 

thinking conformity from the group.  Fundamentalism is born. 

 

One thing is clear: fundamentalism can never be undone by reason alone, for reason is the classic 

enemy of the fundamentalist. Irrationality is the language of fundamentalism. One cannot confront 

irrationality with argument. If fundamentalism is driven by fear then it can only be undone by love, (for 

perfect love drives out fear—1 John 4:18). Of course, love rarely if ever finds its way onto the politician’s 

agenda, much less onto the silver screen or the internet. Love rarely, if ever, is considered as an 

effective weapon against superstition and hatred. There is no “real politik” of love, only bombs and 

propaganda.  

 

Enter the Church, the Body of Christ. We have the resources to combat the darkness of ideological 

fundamentalism. The holy Gospel is the power of the crucified; the promise of the risen Lord—but, who 

is up to the task?  Could we dare to say: “Here I am Lord, send me.” Befriend a hateful person today. 

Enlist the power of love to melt the most hardened of hearts. But be prepared to die in the attempt, for 

such is the character of a love that loves those neighbours who are toxic enemies. This kind of love is 

divine—not born out of inclination, but commanded by Christ as a creative first principle. This kind of 

love can break the vicious deadlock of fear which continuously yields a surplus value of hate. But it is not 

for the faint hearted. Only faith, demonstrated in a life grounded in Christ and obedient to his 

commands, will do. Only such a faith as this is truly rational. 

 



 
The Michael Project 
 
We heard recently from Helen and David Hobbs of the difficulties coronavirus is causing their work in 
Harare, Zimbabwe.  Basic supplies are very short and very expensive, and they are struggling to ensure 
that the young people they care for are properly fed.  At All Saints we reserve the proceeds of Sunday 
morning coffee for "natural disasters".  When we used the term we had in mind droughts and tsunamis, 
but the PCC decided earlier this month that coronavirus was a natural disaster.  Although we are not 
collecting coffee money at the moment, we have just over £270 in hand and the PCC voted to send £250 
to support the work of the Michael Project. 
 
Helen and David Hobbs are personally supported in their work by All Saints charitable giving - Helen was 
a member of our congregation from childhood until leaving for Zimbabwe.  She writes regular 
newletters by email.  If you would like to be added to the circulation list to hear about the work and 
needs - especially prayer needs - of the Michael Project, please contact Peter and Marion Cunningham 
who manage the circulation list.  They can be reached at mjcpkc@gmail.com 
 
If you would like to augment our coffee money fund to allow for the coffee you are drinking at home on 
a Sunday morning, you can make a telephone or internet banking payment to 60-16-03 14123924 All 
Saints Orpington.  Please reference your payment "Coffee money". 
 

This week’s quotations quiz from John Pentlow: 

 Who said or wrote these: 
  
1.  One of the great things about books is sometimes there are some fantastic pictures. 
  
2.  If you tell the truth, you do not have to remember anything. 
  
3.  I am an optimist. But I am an optimist who has to take his raincoat. 
  
4.  The essence of Government is power; and power lodged as it must be in human hands, will ever be 
liable to abuse. 
  
5.  Loneliness and the feeling of being unwanted is the most terrible poverty. 
  
6.  We sat in the car park till twenty to one, 
     And now I’m engaged to Miss Joan Hunter Dunn. 
  
7.  I went to Public School, of course, but looking back on it, I think it may have been Borstal. 
  
 The answers are towards the end of this newsletter. 



This week’s beautiful photographs: 
 
Pictures from Terry Rayfield 

 

Blackberries in flower, buzzing with bees. 

Conveniently next to runner beans starting 

to flower 

 

Clematis doing well 

 

Gerald and Sally have been visiting Priory Gardens: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Greylag geese      Proud parents showing off their 11 goslings 

Another Lockdown Haircut 

I was driven wild by my untameable hair by week 3 of lockdown. Even a headband wouldn’t control it 

outdoors! Malcolm was most reluctant to approach me with scissors, so I found my biggest plastic clips 

for closing packets, stuck one in my hair each side, made sure it was vaguely level and chopped! I didn’t 

worry too much about the back! 

                   



Young Saints     

Catherine King writes:    

Last Sunday, Young Saints discussed the importance of 
telling others about Jesus. We looked at examples of good 
news, listened to the Gospel reading from Matthew and 
had fun with a range of crafts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We used this prayer: 
 

Father, there is no better news than the good news that 
you love us and sent your son so that we might have life and that we might have it abundantly.   
Help us to share that good news with others.  
Amen 

 

 



 

Online Julian Group meeting                                         

There were a few Zoom hiccoughs again this week, but four of us eventually managed to gather for 40 

minutes. The next session on Zoom will be on Tuesday 30th June at 2 pm. If you think you might like to 

try to join us, please email me on vanessa.m.dixon@btinternet.com  and I’ll send you the necessary link.       

 

Answers to John’s quotations quiz: 

  
1.  George W. Bush 
  
2.  Mark Twain 
  
3.  Harold Wilson 
  
4.  James Madison 
  
5.  Mother Teresa 
  
6.  Sir John Betjeman 
  
7.  Alan Bennett 
 

 

Please keep your contributions coming! 

Photos or articles for next week’s newsletter and also for the magazine will be gratefully accepted. 

Please email them to vanessa.m.dixon@btinternet.com and gillsinclair@outlook.com 

Any church member in need of help should please contact John Pentlow on j.pentlow@btinternet.com 

John will try to co-ordinate help for you. 

New prayer requests should be sent to the church office on allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 

How are you doing? Please let us know. 

 

Our very best wishes and prayers to you all for continuing good health, 

Gill and Vanessa  

 

 


