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Morning Prayer 
This will restart on Monday 20th July at 9 am in the Old Church 
 
Foodbank update:  
Food donations can now be taken directly to the main warehouse again at Ex Adventure Kingdom Building 
between 8am - 11.30 Monday, Tuesday and Thursdays.  Using supermarkets such as Tesco as you shop is 
always good because they give us money back on the weight collected. 
 
For money donations, using our website "donate now" or "Give Help" section is the best way, we don't have 
to pay any charges so get the money directly.  Cheques can be sent to Orpington Baptist Church.  The Just 
Giving page is great for those who would like to do sponsorship, which is why it was set up, but we do have 
to pay fees on this. 
 
Although there is a good overall stock in the warehouse, they are running low on the following items:  
 
Food 
Long life fruit juice, custard, rice pudding, fruit squash, jam, packets of mashed potato, cold meat and 
biscuits. 
 
Toiletries 
Men's and women's shampoo, men’s shower gel and deodorant, washing detergent and nappies (size 5 & 
6). 
 
There are copious stocks of pasta, beans, soup, UHT milk, rice and tomatoes. Donations of these items are 
politely discouraged at the present time, although donations will never be turned away. 
 
Thank you for your continued support! 

 

The Children’s Society Walk 

On Saturday 18 July we are hoping to continue with our walk for The Children's Society.  At the present time 

we are allowed 6 people - Sheila Anderson and myself will be walking and it would be great if another 4 

people could join us.  Anybody wishing to join us on Saturday 18th July please meet at the Goddington 

Park car park at 10.15 a.m (the walk will be approximately 10.5 miles).  

 

If you would like to sponsor our walkers, you can do so by sending your donation directly to the Children’s 

Society https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/ 

£110 has already been banked for walks sponsored from March to June.  If anybody would like to do their 

own walk and send a cheque to TCS - that is fine - I can also wait until we are back at Church when you can 

sign the official sponsorship form and a cheque/cash can be sent direct from All Saints' Church. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Anne Spencer 

01689 601753 

 

  



In Need of our Prayers 
All those affected by the Coronavirus, including: those who have lost loved ones to Covid or other illnesses 

during the lockdown, who may not have been able to say goodbye and are struggling in their grief; for those 
who have to be isolated for two weeks after their loved one has died.  We pray that they will remember that, 

during the darkest days, the Lord is with them and, where needed, will carry them. 
 

We continue to pray for people helping those in need: for charity workers and for the Foodbank team who 
are trying to ensure that provisions are available to vulnerable families. We pray for all key workers in the 
various professions who have continued working in very stressful circumstances and we pray for those in 

their care, especially those in hospital ICUs and care homes. 
   

In the Anglican cycle of prayer:  
The Episcopal Church in the Philippines—The Most Rev Joel Atiwag Pachao, Bishop 

 
In the diocesan cycle of prayer:  

Bromley deanery—The Rev Alan Keeler, Area Dean; Mrs Angela Scott, Lay Chair 
 

We also pray for: 
Cameron Adams, Jean Barbour, Pat Cutter, Jean Fribence, Brenda Gooding,  

Katie H, Pauline Hill, Ralph Ingram, Carol Jeffery, Jean Jones, Carol King, Chris Kitchener, 

Pam Langley, Jeff Lovell, George & Mary McCormack, Win McHenry, Kath Misselbrook,  

Jenny Scrivener, Theresa Uphill, Ron White, John Williams, Roma Wright, Lauren 

 

Please pray for those in the PRUH chaplaincy team as they continue to support staff,  
patients and relatives  

 

Those who have died recently 

Douglas Haynes 

 

May they rest in peace, and rise in glory 

 
Anniversaries of the deaths of loved ones 

John Cole, Iris Galloway, Lawrence Holmes, Dorothy White, Cyril Vink, 

John Robinson, Leonard Shuttleworth, Mary Rice 

 

 

A few of us are still using the ‘Our Prayer’ booklets to pray daily for All Saints’.  If you would like to join this, 
please let Gill or Vanessa know. We can send you the text by email. 

 



News 
 

This is issue number seventeen of our weekly news from All Saints’.   
 
This week’s message from the Rev’d. George Rogers: 

Question Time 

For in my inner being I delight in God’s law;  but I see another law at work in me, waging war against the law 
of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within me. What a wretched man I am! Who 
will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord! So 
then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God’s law, but in my sinful nature a slave to the law of sin. 
          (Romans 7.22-25) 
Why is it that “doing the right thing” is such a challenge? Why is it that despite our best intentions, things 

go wrong? Why is it that when we set out intentionally to be “good”, things turn out bad? The act or word 

we meant as a kindness is received or heard as anything but. Our attempt at peacemaking with a church 

member, co-worker, neighbour or member of our extended family—not to mention nation-states or the 

constituent countries in our own nation—turns out only to exacerbate the problem to the point that we are 

ready to throw our hands in the air, saying “What’s the use”? Put in a religious context, why can we agree 

with the commandments but not keep them? Why is it we slip in and out of covetousness as easily as we 

do, fall into idolatry so unknowingly, and often, unwittingly bear false witness? Why is it not possible to be 

“a good person”? Why is it such a challenge to live out of God’s grace? Is there any word here, for the 

weary? 

Paul is referring to sin with a capital “S”, the power that has the capacity to take the good, the just and even 

the holy and distort them. It turns things inside out to deceive and lead us into death, even as we try to 

pursue life. It is a reality that is larger than the sum of its parts. It infects everything, especially those who 

truly want to be good. Here is a word of warning to those whose ultimate goal in life is to be “a good 

person”. Remember what Jesus said about that? “No one is good but God”. Sin is so powerful that it has the 

capacity to take not even the good, but the holy—something as holy as scripture itself and even the 

Church—and use it as a base of operations for its destructive and deadly work.  

Sin is an active force in the world, a proactive reality that the last century, and so far, this one, does its best 

to ignore, downplay or treat simply as the product of ignorance or immaturity. Look at what that has 

produced. We killed more people through acts of political violence in the 20th century than in the sum total 

of all the centuries that came before it, and almost all of that justified for what were seen as good political 

ends. Tragically, the history of nations is simply the history of the Church written larger, especially since the 

4th century, as the Church began to take on political power to protect God and God’s truth. God and God’s 

truth need no protecting—only proclamation. The Church does need to speak the truth to the world. It does 

not need to co-opt the political process to defend, protect or institute God’s ways. It simply needs to call its 

people to them and awaken us to the need to be different from the world around us. Let the culture wars 

rage. The Church is called to be holy in the midst of such a world and to call its people to faithfulness. We 

don’t need to institute new laws to do that. We simply need to be who God created and calls us to be. 

But Sin has entered the game, enticing, distorting, turning things inside out and not knowing this makes us 

powerless against it. Paul asserts that humanity is in bondage to Sin—“sold to it”—enslaved. Paul’s 

immediate subject is the Law of Moses, given to Israel as the terms of God’s covenant with them. Paul is 

explaining why something as good as God’s law should have become the cause of death amongst them—

the criteria by which Israel was not only judged guilty but actually experienced death. Behind his argument 

lies the ancient story in the garden that began to unfold the moment God said to Adam “Don’t! Leave that 

tree alone, and all will be well”. In the “Don’t”, Sin emerged and began its destructive work. It is not that 



you and I were born with a flaw called “original sin”. Rather, we are born into a world where Sin exists and 

we are powerless before it. It lies at our origins and has enslaved all but one of us.  

Paul writes, “I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I 

hate”. Paul is not indulging in personal confession or engaging in introspection and personal regret. He is 

simply stating the human condition since Eden. His “I” is collective, vivid and rhetorical. It represents 

humanity, beginning with Adam until the emergence of the New Adam. This is not just about Paul, nor even 

humankind from Adam to Christ; this is about us all. And though Paul’s immediate subject is Israel grappling 

with how the good law could be used as an instrument of distortion and destruction, it can as easily be 

about the Church and us. Paul is not simply talking about the anguish humankind experiences of Sin’s grip 

on the underbelly of life, but of a true reason for despair: its grip on the best in politics, art, philosophy, 

science and especially religion.  

For sin’s power is so complete that it leads us into inauthentic relationships everywhere, not simply with 

one another, but even with God. More comprehensively: Sin has such capacity to deceive that we can think 

we are serving God when, in fact, we are serving the power of Evil itself. The Inquisition comes quickly to 

mind, the Crusades and in the spirit of full disclosure, John Calvin walking Servetus to the stake, reading him 

the Gospel. It includes the animosity between Protestant and Catholic, and more recently, the hate and 

biblical demagoguery aimed at anyone who is not a Christian or Christian enough. Sin has the power to 

dupe us so that when we think we are serving God and God’s purposes, we are doing the very opposite. 

Remember, it was religious leaders, intent upon serving and protecting God, who joined league with Rome 

to crucify Jesus. They thought him not simply a religious nuisance, but a perverse blasphemer who would 

destroy their nation. They characterised him as a glutton, drunk and womaniser, quite happy to live off of 

women’s largess—and it worked. That is what the power of Sin can do amongst those committed to a 

religious life.  

When we finally get it, we can join Paul, crying out, “Wretched one that I am, who will deliver me from this 

body of death”? He quickly answers: “Thanks be to God through our Lord Jesus Christ”! God has done what 

the law could not do. God, in Christ, has brought deliverance from the power of Sin and this body of death. 

God, who came amongst us in Jesus, inviting us into a relationship of life, a relationship that was initially 

declined and ultimately rejected by crucifixion, has undone Sin’s power in Jesus’ death and raised him to life 

beyond death, revealing him as the New Adam—God’s new beginning. In the face of Sin’s worst temptation, 

Jesus remained faithful and thereby became the first born of a new humanity. 

 

This week’s quotations quiz from John Pentlow:  

Who said or wrote this: 
  
1.  A week is a long time in politics. 
  
2.  Some people would say that I am in business management now. 
  
3.  It is time to restore the American precept, that each individual is accountable for his actions. 
  
4.  I don’t know why I should learn Algebra -  I am never likely to go there. 
  
5.  You are only young once, but you can stay immature indefinitely. 
  
6.  Many persons have a wrong idea of what constitutes true happiness. It is not attained through self 
gratification but through fidelity to a worthy cause. 
  
7.  The duty of the church is to comfort the disturbed, and to disturb the comfortable. 
  
 The answers are towards the end of this newsletter. 



 
 
Estera Piasecka sent this photo of baby Stephanie, born in April – a sister for Lucy. 
 

 
 

THE CHURCHYARD GROUP have been very busy tidying up Newells Meadow ready for visitors and friends.   
They should be congratulated. 
 

 
 

 

If you would like to join them please meet in the 

Churchyard on Thursday mornings at 10 a.m.   

Don’t forget to bring your own refreshments. 

 

If you have any queries please contact Dave House - 
07956 101189. 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Photos from Terry Rayfield 
 

 
 

  Fuchsias      Hydrangeas 
 

 
 

  A garden border     Fuchsias 
 
and from Paul Reeve 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aira Force, Ullswater Slate sculpture, Threave Gardens (near 
Dumfries) 

 

With the easing of lockdown restrictions, we travelled to Cumbria last weekend, then into Scotland to meet 
Graham and Ruth (our son and daughter-in-law) and pass on a selection of baby clothes, cot sheets, moses 
basket and other goodies – they are expecting a baby next month. 



Young Saints 

 

Catherine King writes - Last Sunday, Young Saints met again on Zoom to celebrate Sea Sunday.  We were delighted 

that the Vicar was able to join us with a very interesting bottle for our 'Show and Tell' session. We used a PowerPoint 

presentation to consider different aspects of the sea: thinking about people who work on the sea - fishing, on oil rigs,  

on tankers and ferries; people who save lives at sea; thinking about the environment and problems from pollution; 

thinking about holidaymakers and about our duty to care for the sea.  We also discussed some of the many stories in 

the Bible involving the sea. 

We played the recording of the children's prayers which had just been used in the 9.30 service.  
 

Our crafts were to make an anchor or a life buoy to remind us of our lesson. Some examples are shown below 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Online Julian Group meeting                                         

The next session will be on Tuesday 21st July at 2 pm. If you think you might like to try to join us, please email me on 
vanessa.m.dixon@btinternet.com  and I’ll send you the necessary Zoom invitation.       
 
 
Giving to the Church 
 
If you are a member of the stewardship envelope scheme, your weekly or monthly envelopes can be left in 
the plate on the table by the church door.  The plate will be blessed at a distance during the service. 

Otherwise the easiest and safest way of donating is to make a credit or debit card donation.  This saves our 
volunteers having to handle notes and coins that have not been sanitised.  You can make a card donation 
using the terminal by the pulpit steps.  Simply touch on the amount you wish to give then tap your card on 
the “Sum-up” machine.  Tim or one of the stewards will be able to help you. 

We will accept donations in cash, but please put the cash in a yellow envelope - on the table by the plate.  If 
you are a taxpayer please fill in the front of the envelope so we can claim Gift Aid.  Please do not put loose 
cash in the plate. 
Answers to John’s quotations quiz: 

  
1.  Harold Wilson 
  
2.  James Langstaff, Lord Bishop of Rochester 
  
3.  Ronald Reagan 
  
4.  Sir Billy Connolly 
  
5.  Ogden Nash 
  
6.  Helen Keller 
  
7.  Michael Ramsey, 100th. Archbishop of Canterbury. 
 

 

Please keep your contributions coming! 

Photos or articles for next week’s newsletter and also for the magazine will be gratefully accepted. Please email them 

to vanessa.m.dixon@btinternet.com and gillsinclair@outlook.com 

Any church member in need of help should please contact John Pentlow on j.pentlow@btinternet.com 

John will try to co-ordinate help for you. 

New prayer requests should be sent to the church office on allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 

How are you doing? Please let us know. 

Our very best wishes and prayers to you all for continuing good health, 

Gill and Vanessa  

 

 


