
 

All Saints’ Weekly Newsletter 

9 August – 15 August 2020 

 

 
Notices 

 
PLEASE SEE THE UPDATED NOTICE REGARDING SERVICES ON PAGE 2 OF THIS NEWSLETTER. 

 
LIVE STREAMING OF SERVICES 
Live streaming of the Sunday and Wednesday Eucharist services and some Morning Prayer services will 
continue to be available on the All Saints’ Facebook page. 
 
URGENT REQUEST 
Does anyone have a wheelchair suitable for a 5 year old child.  Our eldest great grandchild is about to 
have a critical operation on his neck.  The outcome is not certain as they are operating very close to major 
arteries and nerve centres and are manipulating and probably cutting muscles.  Following his operation 
he will be in a brace for an indeterminable period and will have to be in a wheelchair. 

If you have one you do not need, we are prepared to beg, borrow, steal or even buy it! 

Please contact John or Angela Pentlow: 01689 815772  

 
NEWELLS MEADOW, FRIDAY 14 AUGUST:  
Thames Water will be working in Newells Meadow on Friday 14 August so there will be no access to 
water while tending the graves. 
 
FOODBANK UPDATE: 
The crates are now available in church again for your donations. You are welcome to bring any donations 
with you when you attend one of our services.  Although there is a good overall stock in the warehouse, 
they are running low on the following items: 

Food: 

Cold Meat, Custard, Small bottles of Squash, Jelly, Instant Whip, Mashed Potatoes, 

 Instant Whip, Jam, Coffee 

Toiletries 

Washing Detergent, Male and Female Shampoo (very urgent), Shaving Gel/Foam,  

Children’s Toothbrushes & Toothpaste, Adult Toothbrushes 

Donations of the following items are discouraged at the present time, although donations will never be 
turned away:          UHT Milk, Pasta, Rice, Beans, Soup, Tinned Tomatoes, Cereals, Tea, Toilet Rolls 
 
For money donations, using our website "donate now" or "Give Help" section is the best way, we don't 
have to pay any charges so get the money directly. Cheques can be sent to Orpington Baptist Church. 
The Just Giving page is great for those who would like to do sponsorship, which is why it was set up, but 
we do have to pay fees on this.   Thank you for your continued support!  
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UPDATED NOTICE REGARDING RE-OPENING OF THE CHURCH 
 
Since restarting services, we have operated in accordance with Church of England Instructions regarding 
re-opening, and have been within Government guidelines. Thank you for your co-operation in this respect. 
Social distancing is now 1 metre+ but if we are able to do more, so much the better. This is not applicable 
within family groupings, but these groupings, as such, need to keep the required distance from other 
people or groupings. Alternate rows of pews are closed to help achieve spacing. When entering the church 
please sanitize your hands using the gel provided – this is COMPULSORY. The wearing of FACE MASKS is 
no longer voluntary but COMPULSORY. If you do not have a mask for any reason when arriving at church, 
disposable masks are available, and we would ask that you contribute £1 towards church funds for these 
if you need one.  Alternatively, more substantial masks may be available for a donation in due course. 
 

It has been confirmed that we may have hymns played, but they cannot be sung by the congregation. The 
Prayer of Thanksgiving being said from the altar before the administration together with the words “The 
Body and Blood of Christ” said by the celebrant with the congregational response “Amen” will avoid the 
celebrant and the recipient speaking directly at each other. You will be directed when to move by the 
churchwarden(s) in respect of taking the Sacrament, and again, please observe the social distancing 
requirements. The system for taking the Sacrament will be: When released please make your way to the 
Chancel where you will receive the Sacrament standing.  Please note that the celebrant will drop the wafer 
into your hands.  Your hands must not touch.  If this happens both you and the celebrant will be required 
to sanitize your hands immediately.  After receiving the sacrament please return to your seat via the side 
aisle. 
 

We are pleased to inform you that the Sunday 8.00 am service will commence again from Sunday 16th. 
August.  We will use the choir stalls for this purpose, as previously.  The seating is marked with a red 
adhesive patch where you can sit, and please take instructions from the person serving regarding when 
to take communion. 
 

We will use the main entrance for exiting for all services, and we ask that when you exit you keep to the 
social distancing guidelines.  Social grouping is still not allowed within the confines of the church. 
Should you wish to use the electronic way of contributing to church funds, the machine will be available 
at the exit but placed in such a way that you can use it and still conform to the l metre+ distancing 
requirement.  If there is a queue please queue safely. 
 

It has been stressed again by the Church of England that those at extra risk and the “clinically extremely 
vulnerable” will encounter risks if attending public worship, and the decision to do so is theirs alone. 
Government guidance is: “travel to and from the church building – whilst it may be possible to safely seat 
a number of people in the building it may not be safe for them to travel to and from, or enter and exit, 
and so numbers may need to be reduced to allow for this”. We will have to see what happens at All Saints’, 
but limiting numbers may be a factor for safety considerations.  High demand may result in a booking 
system having to be introduced. 
 

Reminders please – It is now COMPULSORY to wear a face mask whilst in church. Using hand sanitizer on 
entering the building is COMPULSORY, on leaving it is optional. 
 

Those people who are aged 70 or older, regardless of medical conditions, are at increased risk of severe 
disease from Covid19.  People falling within this category are advised to stay at home as much as possible. 
Perhaps the Wednesday service would be more suitable which is not normally as well attended. 
 

Please print off your orders of service as required, and the hymns and readings sent on a weekly basis. 
Please remember to take BOTH of these home with you and not place them on the table. This is to avoid 
unnecessary handling aimed to reduce the transmission of any virus. 
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In Need of our Prayers 
 

All those affected by the Coronavirus, including: those who have lost loved ones to Covid or other 
illnesses during the lockdown, who may not have been able to say goodbye and are struggling in their 

grief; for those who have to be isolated for two weeks after their loved one has died.  We pray that they 
will remember that, during the darkest days, the Lord is with them and, where needed, will carry them. 

 
We continue to pray for people helping those in need: for charity workers and for the Foodbank team 

who are trying to ensure that provisions are available to vulnerable families. We pray for all key workers 
in the various professions who have continued working in very stressful circumstances and we pray for 

those in their care, especially those in hospital ICUs and care homes. 
   

We pray for the people of Beirut, and all those affected by the disaster this week. 
 

In the Anglican Cycle of prayer: for the Province de L'Eglise Anglicane au Rwanda 
The Most Revd Laurent Mbanda - Archbishop of L'Eglise Episcopal au Rwanda & Bishop of Shyira 

 

In the Diocesan Cycle of prayer: Dartford Deanery, The Rev Dr Richard Mortimer, Area Dean;  
Mr Andrew Carr, Lay Chair 

 

We also pray for: 
 

Cameron Adams, Jean Barbour, David Blackman, Pat Cutter, Jean Fribence, Brenda Gooding,  

Denise, Chris & Samantha Hare, Katie H, Duncan Hellicar, Pauline Hill, Ralph Ingram, Carol Jeffery,  

Julia Jeffery, Carol King, Chris Kitchener, Jeff Lovell, Win McHenry, Kath Misselbrook,  

Dennis & Elsie Page, Jenny Scrivener, Andy Skinner, Theresa Uphill, Ron White,  

John Williams, Mary Williams, Roma Wright, Lauren 

 

Please pray for those in the PRUH chaplaincy team as they continue to support staff,  
patients and relatives  

 

     Those who have died recently

Louise Hare, Douglas Haynes, Gerald Hooper and Daphne Kennett 

 

May they rest in peace, and rise in glory 

 
Anniversaries of the deaths of loved ones 

Edwin Hyde, Constance Smith, Flora Woods, Arthur Utton, Rose Bateman, Thomas Kenworthy, 

Evelyn Payne, Blodwen & George Bennett, Doreen Hinchey, Albert & Dorothy Comper, Donald Smith 

 

A few of us are still using the ‘Our Prayer’ booklets to pray daily for All Saints’.  If you would like to join 
this, please let Gill or Vanessa know. We can send you the text by email. 

  

3 



 

News 
 

This is issue number nineteen of our weekly news from All Saints’.  

 
This week’s message from the Rev’d. George Rogers: 

STAND UP FOR JESUS 

The Apostle Paul calls faith obedient trust in the face of things that don’t always make sense; implicit 
trust that God gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that don’t exist, hoping against 
hope that God can be taken at his word. If this is so, we have three candidates in the life and times 
of Jesus to consider: a tax collector, a leader in the Jewish community and a nameless woman. Will 
the one who encounters God’s word made flesh, takes a risk, hopes against hope and discovers that 
God is faithful please, please be upstanding for Jesus? All three arise. 

Having preached the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus is on a healing mission in Galilee. He has cleansed 
a leper, healed a paralytic, cured Peter’s mother-in-law, calmed the windstorm at sea, cast out 
demons and in the course of forgiving a lame man’s sin, also healed his body. He then meets a tax 
collector named Matthew, and says, “Follow me”. Matthew follows Jesus to Jesus’ house for dinner. 

Matthew’s risk is two-fold. First, he has a lucrative and successful business going on at that table as 
he collects taxes for Rome. He’s doing quite well, so why stop? The downside of his job is that it 
makes him a pariah in the community, especially the religious community; for tax collectors were 
numbered among the most virulent of sinners. What then is Matthew doing going to this rabbi’s 
house for dinner? What kind of abuse is he setting himself up to receive? Yet, Matthew risks it. And, 
of course, when he gets to Jesus’ place, he finds himself surrounded not by hostility and judgment, 
but lavish hospitality. This religious leader welcomes sinners; the house is full of them! For the 
Pharisees, who believed that ritual purity must extend beyond the Temple precincts and into every 
aspect of one’s life, Jesus was defiling himself amongst these sinners—he was eating with the 
unclean. How, they asked him, could one who claimed the power to forgive sins so closely associate 
with those who were so obviously sinners? 

Jesus’ answer is a two-fold masterpiece. First he quotes a well known proverb of the day: “Those 
who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick”. He has come—not for the 
righteous—but for sinners. Then he quotes the prophet Hosea, repeating a proof-text that had 
become central to the leaders of synagogues since the exile, “I desire mercy not sacrifice”. Hanging 
them on their own petard, he drives his point home saying, “Go learn what this means”. Jesus’ 
presence, his hospitality is sheer mercy, the mercy of God. Matthew has found it in such magnitude 
that he gives up his tax collecting. Preferring Jesus’ table, Matthew leaves that lucrative life behind. 

But an even greater risk than Matthew’s is about to be taken. A leader of the synagogue is about to 
make a fool of himself in front of his peers. He asks Jesus to come and lay his hands on his dead 
daughter and bring her back to life. Mouths gape, eyes roll in knowing ridicule, while the crowd 
accompanies Jesus who responds to the man’s request. Making their way through the crowd to the 
man’s house, another risk-taker appears, a nameless woman who for twelve years has been afflicted 
with chronic hemorrhages, and is ritually unclean. For all that time her illness has kept her shut out 
of the religious community she so desperately needed. For twelve years her illness has denied her 
the basic forms of human interaction or contact. If she touches Jesus—even his clothing—she’ll 
render him unclean as well. But she’s desperate. Having heard him say he has come for the sick and 
sinful, she touches his cloak. Feeling the tug, Jesus turns, sees her and says, “take heart daughter, 
your faith has made you well”. Instantly, we’re told, she’s healed. Such is the power of God’s word 
when someone believes it and acts on it. But back at the synagogue leader’s house, the child still lies 
dead, the professional  mourners and others making a  commotion in and about the house confirm  
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that. Jesus sends them outside, even as they mock him, then takes the girl by the hand and she gets 
up. 

Risking obedience and trust in the face of things that don’t always make sense engages God’s 
faithfulness—the dead are raised and things that are not come to be: a tax collector becomes a 
trusted apostle, a grieving father and a desperate woman find their deepest needs met and their 
broken lives healed. The flutes convened for mourning now pipe a different tune and a girl who was 
dead now dances. Such is the power of God unleashed in the lives of those with the risky get-up and 
go the Bible calls faith. 

Questions to consider:  

Where then, do we stand, and can we even do so? Where is it we need to risk trusting God’s word in our 
lives? Where in our lives do we need to move on? What do we need to leave behind? Where is it we need 
to receive mercy? What, in our lives of chronic behaviour, needs to be healed? Where do things that are 
not, need to come into being? Where does what is dead for us need to come alive?  

Jesus came for those in need of a physician. He is still about his work of forgiving, healing and raising to 
new life (the Church is a hospital for sinners, not a museum of saints). His house is one of acceptance and 
mercy. He invites us to his table to dine with him, as long ago he invited Matthew and others to dine.  

Will we risk it?       

 

 

 

 

This week’s quotations quiz from John Pentlow:  

Who said or wrote this:  

  

1. I am with you on the free press. It’s the newspapers I can’t stand. 

2. Wit ought to be a glorious thing like caviar; never spread it about like marmalade. 

3. I am a success today because I had a friend that believed in me, and I did not have the heart to let him 
down. 

4. A fan club is a group of people who tell an actor he is not alone in the way he feels himself. 

5. You never really understand a person until you consider things from his point of view. 

6. We are such stuff as dreams are made on, and our little life is rounded with a sleep. 

7. Do not abandon yourselves to despair. We are the Easter people and Hallelujah is our song. 

 

The answers are towards the end of this newsletter. 
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THIS WEEK’S PHOTOS RECEIVED FROM TERRY RAYFIELD 

 

  

 

 

 

It is normally recommended to pinch tomato plants out at four 

trusses but here you can see we have a decent crop on the 7th 

truss so don’t be put off. 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Hanging multiple containers can add 
colour to a plain fence with watering 
made easy with drain holes low down to 
retain some water. 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Camellias, azaleas and rhododendrons have finished 

blooming providing a maze of greenery but colour can be 

added with clematis allowed to wind through. 
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The Gospel Reading for Sunday 9 August - Matthew 14:22-33 

 

Recounts the story of the disciples on a boat in the midst of a storm,  
and their seeing Jesus walking towards them on the water.  

Can we keep our eyes fixed on Jesus and trust him? 

 
 
 

GIVING TO THE CHURCH 

If you are a member of the stewardship envelope scheme your weekly or monthly envelopes can be left 
in the plate on the table by the church door.  The plate will be blessed at a distance during the service. 

Otherwise the easiest and safest way of donating is to make a credit or debit card donation.  This saves 
our volunteers having to handle notes and coins that have not been sanitised.  You can make a card 
donation using the terminal by the pulpit steps.  Simply touch on the amount you wish to give then tap 
your card on the “Sum-up” machine.  Tim or one of the stewards will be able to help you. 

We will accept donations in cash, but please put the cash in a yellow envelope - on the table by the 
plate.  If you are a taxpayer please fill in the front of the envelope so we can claim Gift Aid.  Please do not 
put loose cash in the plate. 
 

 
 

 

A MESSAGE FROM JOAN HUNT 

Another month gone – I can’t believe it! 

I thought someone might like to know that lockdown hasn’t 

all been bad.  I have one happy memory: 

 

Two weeks ago a Jersey Tiger Moth sat with me in the dining room for four hours!  I tried taking its 

photo but the sun was right behind it and filming didn’t work.  It Was black with yellow stripes – like 

nothing I had seen before.  A neighbour managed to identify it for me.   

Has anyone else seen it?  Keep looking. 
With my best wishes,   Joan  
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JULIAN GROUP MEETINGS 

The Orpington Julian Meeting has been taking place via Zoom every two weeks. At our meeting on 4th 
August Jenny Saville suggested that we might meet in her garden on 18th August at 2 pm. Clearly this plan 
would depend on fine weather and our numbers must not exceed six in order to stay within the current 
rules. We have rarely exceeded six attendees when we’ve met in person in the past, although we once 
had seven on Zoom. I’m acutely aware that meeting via Zoom excludes some of our former regulars, and 
meeting in person again might exclude some who have been joining us online. I have already emailed our 
contact list to try to discover who would come to a garden meeting, and I might opt to alternate online 
and garden meetings. If you are interested in Julian Meetings and are not already on our group email, 
please contact me on vanessa.m.dixon@btinternet.com  and I’ll add you to the list. 

 

 

YOUNG SAINTS 

As it is now the school holidays, Young Saints will be meeting during the 9.30 service in 

St Nicholas Garden where they will share news and play games.  Any young people are 

invited to bring a picnic rug and join in the activities. 

 

IT MAKES YOU THINK 

I’m pleased to say that despite the usual Musical Hall jokes I got on very well with my Mother in Law.  She 
was loved by the whole family including my children who referred to her as “Nanna”.  

One day I was looking at a magazine which had a full page head and shoulders photograph of a very elderly 
woman with an incredibly wrinkled face – even the wrinkles had wrinkles. My very young daughter looked 
over my shoulder and said “Look Daddy its Nanna”. I managed not to laugh and explained that it wasn’t 
Nanna. 

When I was on my own I looked at the photograph again and technically speaking it was very good with 
light and shade giving it almost a 3D effect but no way did it look like my Mother in Law.  I looked more 
carefully and noticed that through the wrinkles I could see that there was a smile on her lips and her eyes 
were bright and sparkly.  I then realised that this was a photo of an elderly warm-hearted friendly person. 

It occurred to me that my young daughter had seen this immediately and the elderly warm- hearted 
friendly person she knew was “Nanna”. 

How was it that a child had seen the real person immediately but it had taken me, an adult, some time to 
work it out .... It makes you think. 

Anon 

Have you got a story that has “made you think”?  
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ANSWERS TO JOHN’S QUOTATIONS QUIZ: 

 
1. Tom Stoppard 
  

2. Noel Coward 
  

3. Abraham Lincoln 
  

4. Kenneth Williams 
  

5. Harper Lee – To Kill A Mockingbird 
  

6. William Shakespeare – The Tempest 
  

7. Pope John Paul II 
 

 
SUNDAY COFFEE BY ZOOM at 11.15 a.m 
 
Until we are able to have coffee after Church face to face, we will be having an open get together by 
Zoom.  To access the meeting click on: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88951069528?pwd=OVY2U1pYbXhEUGErMDFQalNGTktVdz09 
Or enter the following into zoom  -  Meeting ID: 889 5106 9528  -  Passcode: Co6655 

These details won't change from week to week. 
If you would like to contribute to our fund for natural disasters - generated from coffee money, you can 
make a bank transfer to 60-16-03 14123924 marked "Coffee money".  We have used up the money we 

had collected supporting coronavirus so even small gifts would be welcomed. 
 

PLEASE KEEP YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS COMING! 
Photos or articles for next week’s newsletter and also for the magazine will be gratefully accepted. 
Please email them to gillsinclair@outlook.com 
 
 
ANY CHURCH MEMBER IN NEED OF HELP  
Please contact John Pentlow on j.pentlow@btinternet.com who will try to co-ordinate help for you. 
 
 
New prayer requests should be sent to the church office on allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 

 

How are you doing? Please let us know. 

Our very best wishes and prayers to you all for continuing good health 

The Newsletter Team 
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