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Coronavirus Update: After the latest announcements, the Church is now able to hold a Sunday Eucharist 
service (at 9.30 am) and a Wednesday Eucharist service (at 10 am). The church will no longer be open 
for private prayer due to sanitisation procedures. Please use the main church entrance to enter the 
building.  
An order of service will be sent separately by email – please print this and bring it with you and take it 
home afterwards. This will cover all services in this transitional period, and a separate sheet with hymns 
for you to follow and the bible readings will also be sent each week. Some copies will be available in 
church for those unable to print their own. For those who are unable to get to church, it is hoped that 
the service will be streamed live on Facebook (you do not need an account for this). It is also hoped that 
a link will be available to a recording of the service afterwards. 
 
Electoral Roll: The revision of the electoral roll will now be extended until 28 days before the delayed 
APCM.  Forms are available from Jean Reeve, the Electoral Roll Officer, or email the church office on 
allsaintsorpington@gmail.com who will forward on your request to Jean). 
 
Foodbank update:  
Food donations can now be taken directly to the main warehouse again at Ex Adventure Kingdom 
Building, Stockwell Close, Bromley between 8am - 11.30 Monday, Tuesday and Thursdays.  Using 
supermarkets such as Tesco as your shop is always good because they give us money back on the weight 
collected. 
 
For money donations, using our website "donate now" or "Give Help" section is the best way, we don't 
have to pay any charges so get the money directly.  It can be found at this link: 
https://bromleyborough.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-money/ 
 
Cheques can be sent to Orpington Baptist Church.  The Just Giving page is great for those who would like 
to do sponsorship, which is why it was set up, but we do have to pay fees on this. 
 
The foodbank urgently needs:  
 
Ladies' shampoo 
Tinned peas 
Tinned carrots 
Small tins of potatoes 
Packets of mash 
 
Although there is a good overall stock in the warehouse, they are running low on the following items:  
 
Food 
Cold meat, custard, rice pudding, fruit squash. 
 
Toiletries 
Men's and women's shower gel, shampoo and deodorant, men's and women's razors,  
shaving gel, toothbrushes and toothpaste, washing up liquid, washing detergent, baby wipes. 
 
Thank you for your continued support! 
 



In Need of our Prayers 
 

All those affected by the Coronavirus, including: 
people helping those in need, charity workers and the Foodbank team trying to ensure  

that provisions are available to vulnerable families 
all people working through lockdown, including those in supermarkets and pharmacies,  

teachers, train and bus drivers, delivery drivers and funeral directors 
all hospital staff, working in very stressful circumstances, and those in their care, in ICU. 

 
Cameron Adams, Jean Barbour, Pat Cutter, Jean Fribence, Brenda Gooding,  

Katie H, Pauline Hill, Ralph Ingram, Carol Jeffery, Jean Jones, Carol King, Chris Kitchener, 

Pam Langley, Jeff Lovell, George & Mary McCormack, Win McHenry, Kath Misselbrook,  

Ruth Pooley, David Scrivener, Jenny Scrivener, Ron White, John Williams, Roma Wright, Lauren 

 

Please pray for those in the PRUH chaplaincy team as they continue to support staff,  
patients and relatives  

 

Those who have died recently 

Alan George 

 

May they rest in peace, and rise in glory 

 
Anniversaries of the deaths of loved ones 

Eileen Ryan, Judy Flay, Jack Broughton 

 

A few of us are still using the ‘Our Prayer’ booklets to pray daily for All Saints’.  If you would like to join 
this, please let Gill or Vanessa know. We can send you the text by email. 

 

News 
 

This is issue number fifteen of our weekly news from All Saints’.   
 
This week’s message from the Rev’d. George Rogers: 
 

Being at home 

I would very much like to thank all from All Saints’ Parish for welcoming me and Yun Lee to our new home. Those 

who put letters or cards through our letterbox, those who rang us up, welcoming us to this community, I also 

thank for reaching out. John, Angela and Dave are also to be thanked for sorting out the vicarage, as well as Tim 

for looking after the gardens. Phoebe, Duncan and all who have kept the services going during lockdown; 

Catherine and Val who have persevered in encouraging the Young Saints and Karen “holding the fort” of the 

office; Jean, Vanessa and Paul; maintaining the website, newsletters and Lesley inviting all to daily Bible 

readings—have also contributed to making me—as well as many in the parish, I’m sure—feel very much at home.   

Being at home. A place where we have been told to remain confined during the lockdown as a result of COVID-19. 

A place that at times has seemed more of a prison than a castle. A place for some that has been a torture 

chamber of domestic abuse; a place that doesn’t necessarily include all who are near and dear to us. A place that 



can throw us against ourselves and can make us feel just the opposite of what we have been told “home” should 

be—promoting the feeling of dis-ease: which we are, on the surface, trying to avoid by staying at home during 

lockdown. To complicate things, we have been prevented from partaking of the everyday activities in which we 

used to seek to give our lives some stable meaning—being with others, towards enjoyment, fellowship and 

inevitably, death. 

The philosopher Martin Heidegger asserts that when we are born, we are thrown into the world; at a certain age 

we begin gaining our bearing in being inscribed into the order of language, tradition and the culture that 

surrounds us. We have our goals and aspirations, failures and successes—always already aware of the certainty of 

the end of our being, in death. As a result, we seek to build a dwelling—a home—a place where we can extend 

our being in the world safely, with those we love. Yet the constant qualifier is the end to it all: death, and those 

living moments leading up to it. Being at home is a retreat from, and therefore, just another form of, our not 

being at home in the world, which is the condition of being thrown into the world before our consciousness 

begins. In our best effort, we collectively turn to those we are told we can trust as purveyors of the truth: the 

government, the media, our history—yet the feeling of dis-ease remains. Where shall we go from here? 

This past week, we have been given the green light by the government and the Church to return to public worship 

in our churches. We have been invited back into God’s house, a place where we should very well feel at home—

receiving the Body and Blood of Christ, reconnecting with those we haven’t seen for months and celebrating 

being part of a community called out of the larger community (ekklesia, the Church)—but we don’t. Concerns are 

rife over seating, maintaining public distancing, not being able to sing, questioning whether this is authentic 

worship without this or that, worrying about whether the celebrant is the only one handling the bread, and 

looking over our shoulder at those we hear coughing and sneezing or those whom we notice are darkening our 

door for the very first time. We have received official guidance to follow for our homecoming. But something 

seems out of joint, at best: what if we turn right instead of left, and put a few feet wrong?  

At the last supper, Jesus explains to Thomas and the other apostles, “My father’s house has many rooms; if that 

were not so, should I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a 

place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. You know the way to 

the place where I am going” (John 14.1–4). The conversation progresses with Thomas saying that they don’t know 

the way Jesus is going, and how can they know the way? Jesus responds that of course they have known the 

way—they’ve known him. They’ve been with him through it all, for the miracles—turning water into wine, 

restoring sight to the blind, helping the lame walk, healing the sick, raising the dead. The upshot of their knowing 

the way was in knowing Jesus; their relationship with him, which would continue to sustain them, and would 

drive and inspire them to crack on with the ministry they’d shared with him which had enriched the lives of so 

many others and drawn them into fellowship with God.  

Our Lord Jesus Christ himself had no place to lay his head. It is possible that there was no place that he could have 

said that he felt “at home”. Yet Jesus’ mode of operation was to expand the place in which he dwelt to welcome 

others and to make God known to them. God’s Holy Spirit dwelt in Jesus as it dwells in all who are baptised, and 

continues to galvanise those who would be transformed by him to expand their space of dwelling to bring others 

into the same fellowship with God. In God’s house there are many rooms, and Jesus himself is preparing places 

for us, so that he can take us there to be with him forever.  

The places where we are going may seem familiar, but feel a bit strange. We may long for the “old days” and 

lament at the “new normal”. In either case, what bleeds through this temporal Scylla and Caribdis is the treasure 

of knowing Jesus and trusting that he is with us as he has promised. It may be a hard road to arrive at our final 

individual destinations, but Jesus  is with us always, ensuring that we are sharing his yoke which is easy and light, 

and that he will lead us to dwell in the house of the Lord forever: a glorious home from home.  



THE CHURCHYARD GROUP IS BACK  

Please note that the churchyard group will be back as from Thursday 9 July 2020 at 10 a.m.  There is 
plenty to do, and any help would be greatly appreciated.  Anyone interested in joining us, please meet in 
the churchyard.   As we are unable to make tea/coffee in church, please bring your own drinks.  Any 
questions please telephone Dave House on 07956 101189. 

 

THE CHILDREN'S SOCIETY WALK 

On Saturday 18th July we are hoping to continue with our walk for The Children's Society. 
At the present time we are allowed 6 people - Sheila Anderson and myself will be walking and it would 
be great if another 4 people could join us.    
I have already banked £110 for walks sponsored from March to June.   If anybody would like to do their 
own walk and send a cheque to TCS - that is fine - I can also wait until we are back at Church when you 
can sign the official sponsorship form and a cheque/cash can be sent direct from All Saints' Church. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
Anne Spencer 
01689 601753 
 

This week’s quotations quiz from John Pentlow: 

 Who said or wrote these: 
   
1.  The planet should not be used as a warehouse of resources to serve humanities selfishness. 
  
2.  Life is like a game of cards. The hand you are dealt is determinism; the way you play it is free will. 
  
3.  Some cause happiness wherever they go, others whenever they go. 
  
4.  Failures are finger posts on the way to achievement. 
  
5.  He of whom many are afraid ought to fear many. 
  
6.  I don’t care what is written about me, so long as it isn’t true. 
  
7.  We need men who can dream of things that never were. 
 
 The answers are towards the end of this newsletter. 
 



This week’s beautiful photographs: 
 

Pictures from Terry Rayfield 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Garden arrangement       Day Lily 

 

 

A small tortoiseshell butterfly on buddleia in the Dixons’ garden    

 

 



Some photographs for this week from Charlotte King 

 

 
Flowers from their garden 

Stourhead NT lake, Dorset. 
 



Young Saints  
 
Catherine King writes 
 
Last Sunday Young Saints discussed rewards and 
how God rewards his workers.  We enjoyed 
playing a game, 'Megan says...', and looked at 
different types of reward. We shared the Gospel 
reading from Matthew which tells us that Jesus 
promises God will reward those who receive his 
disciples with kindness and welcomes them into 
their homes. Whilst this is tricky to understand 
with the coronavirus pandemic and necessary 
restrictions, we talked about how we can still be 
welcoming in our hearts and attitudes! 
 

We enjoyed singing 'Shine, Jesus, Shine' and 
'This Little Light of Mine' - thank you to Phoebe for the music. The children then made some pictures 
linking to the theme, some examples are shown here. 

 

 
We used this prayer: 
 
Father, help us to be faithful to you every day.  
Help us to welcome those who come to us in 
Jesus' name and to care for others as we offer 
even a cup of cold water in your name. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

I will confirm the date of the next session next week. If you think you might like to try to join us, please email me 

on vanessa.m.dixon@btinternet.com  and I’ll send you the necessary link.       

 

Answers to John’s quotations quiz: 

  
1. Rowan Williams, former Archbishop of Canterbury 
  
2.  Jawaharlal (Pundit) Nehru 
  
3.  Oscar Wilde 
  
4.  C.S. Lewis 
  
5.  Sir Francis Bacon 
  
6.  Dorothy Parker 
  
7.  John F Kennedy 
  
  
  
  
Please keep your contributions coming! 

Photos or articles for next week’s newsletter and also for the magazine will be gratefully accepted. Please email 

them to vanessa.m.dixon@btinternet.com and gillsinclair@outlook.com 

Any church member in need of help should please contact John Pentlow on j.pentlow@btinternet.com 

John will try to co-ordinate help for you. 

New prayer requests should be sent to the church office on allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 

How are you doing? Please let us know. 

 

Our very best wishes and prayers to you all for continuing good health, 

Gill and Vanessa  

 


