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Notices 
 
Coronavirus Update: Public Worship has been suspended indefinitely by the Church of England and the 
building is closed until further notice.  Please see Facebook and the website for ideas for prayer, worship 
and study at this difficult time.  While public worship is suspended weekly notices will include the “In 
need of our prayers” as well as the “anniversaries” section from the pew sheet. 

 
Electoral Roll: The revision of the electoral roll will now be extended until 28 days before the delayed 
APCM.  Forms are available from Jean Reeve, the Electoral Roll Officer, or email the church office on 
allsaintsorpington@gmail.com (who will forward on your request to Jean). 

 
Our New Vicar: The Corona Virus has had an unfortunate effect on the events surrounding The Revd. 
George Rogers Induction and indeed his move to Orpington.  Because The Church of England has 
instructed that all churches be closed, we are unable to hold George’s Induction and Installation in May.  
All removal companies have ceased operating and so George and Dr Yun Lee Too are not even able to 
move into the vicarage.  They are both extremely disappointed as they were looking forward, so much, 
to joining us all in Orpington.  They were planning to go to Canada where Yun Lee’s parents live and this 
too has had to be cancelled.  New dates for everything will be made once we and George are able to do 
so. God Bless them both, and keep them safe and well.  Please hold them in your prayers. 

 
Foodbank: The foodbank is extremely low on UHT milk and toilet rolls, so these are the priority for 
donation (if you can find any!).  All stocks are low so any other items on the regular list will be received 
as a blessing.  As we can’t collect items in church at present, if you are going out to shop in a 
supermarket, you are encouraged to use the collection point there for your donations.  The foodbank 
has arranged weekly pick-ups from all the supermarkets.  If you wish to donate directly to the 
warehouse, these are the instructions from the Project Manager: ‘We are open on Mondays, Tuesday 
and Thursdays, 8am – 12noon.  As we adhere to the social distancing guidelines, when dropping off 
donations at the warehouse, we ask you to make us aware you are there, but leave your donation just 
inside the door for us to collect upon your departure.  At this moment we are not recording individual 
donations unless you have expressed a specific desire to be notified.  If this is the case, can you please 
leave a note with the food so it can be recorded for your information.’ 
If you are unable to donate food or other items at present, please consider donating financially.  Advice 
on how to do this is on the website here: https://bromleyborough.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-
money/. 



In Need of our Prayers 
All those affected by the Coronavirus, including: 

people helping those in need, charity workers and the Foodbank team trying 
to ensure that provisions are available to vulnerable families 

all people working through lockdown, including those in supermarkets and pharmacies, teachers,  
train and bus drivers, delivery drivers and funeral directors 

all hospital staff, working in very stressful circumstances, and those in their care, in ICU, 
 including our Prime Minister, Boris Johnson 

 
Jane Bradstreet, Pat Cutter, Malcolm Dixon, Jean Fribence, Jean Giles, 

Brenda Gooding, Katie H, Pauline Hill, Ralph Ingram, Carol Jeffery, Carol King, 
Chris Kitchener, Jeff Lovell, Pam Mercer, Ruth Pooley, Jenny Scrivener,  

Leslie Wellham, Ron White, John Williams, Roma Wright, Lauren 
 

Those who have died recently 
Joyce Harris and Bridget Horslen 

May they rest in peace, and rise in glory 

 
Anniversaries of the deaths of loved ones 

Ronald & Peggie Warner, John Sutton, James Sharp, Arthur Toombs, Thomas & Joan Bruce, 
Violet Scott, Janet Chase, William (Fred) Wiggins, David Oliver, Henry & Hilda Edwards 

 

A few of us are still using the ‘Our Prayer’ booklets to pray daily for All Saints’.  If you would like to join 
this, please let Gill or Vanessa know. We can send you the text by email. 

 

News 
 

This is issue number three of our weekly news from All Saints’.  We hope that you’ve all had a blessed 
Holy Week, albeit an unusual and strange one. A very Happy Easter to you all! 
I am fond of this Fra Angelico painting, in which everyone is looking for Jesus in the wrong place, while 
the angel tries to correct them, but they still don’t seem to have noticed! 

 



Catherine King reports on how the Young Saints’ had a successful online Zoom meeting: 

“Today we held our first online Young Saints meeting with 14 children from 8 families and everyone 
gave it the thumbs up!  Val and I used Zoom so all the families had to provide email consent to receive 
the invitation to join the meeting.  

We shared news, prayed together and took part in a virtual Easter egg hunt leading to us sharing the 
Easter story.  Every child was involved and included and appeared to have fun.  We agreed to repeat it in 
2 weeks’ time as we thought Easter Day would be an opportunity to take part in a streamed service and 
many people will be contacting their families on that special day.” 

Here are a couple of pictures Catherine sent us.  Can you spot 12 Easter eggs in the second one?  
Catherine says some are easier to find than others, but I can only find 9!  

Parents might like to keep this until Easter Day so they can share it with their children. If you use 
facebook, you may find the picture looks clearer there. 

 

  

If anyone would like further information about Young Saints’ Zoom meetings, please let Catherine know. 



Here’s a poem for you all from John Pentlow: 
 
I have been given a three month sentence 
Though not for something I’ve done 
So I sit looking out of my window 
And see others having some fun? 
  
This government enforced exile is worth it 
When this killer is under control 
And one day I’ll be free again, 
Though it will probably be on parole. 
  
But I can hear the birds singing 
and see tulips and daffodils bloom 
I can sit by the fire, see it flicker 
bringing warmth to us both in our room. 

  
 
I know its delayed our new vicar 
George is anxious to join me and you 
Tell yourself he’ll be here ‘fore you know it 
With his wife Dr Yun Lee Too, too. 
  
You have to look on the bright side 
I’m alive, well, not showing a sign, 
So I think of those who didn’t make it - 
May God bless them, and keep you all fine. 
  
John 
 
 

 

  
 

Here Gill Sinclair reflects on LIFE IN LOCKDOWN 

‘Like most people, I have been finding self-isolating quite challenging.  I had not realised until now that, 
although I live alone and am used to my own company, I like being with people and having that 
interaction.  Having just completed the APCM Booklet, and the April Magazine, I was feeling at a loose 
end, and therefore decided to do some spring cleaning.   

First job, wash the windows.  I took all the nets down and whilst they were washing I filled my bucket 
with soapy water.  As you may know I live in a bungalow, so it is a little disconcerting when the nets are 
down as people walking by can see straight in – but on this occasion it turned out to be a blessing.   

As I mounted my steps to clean the windows an elderly lady passed by, stopped and waved.  I, of course, 
waved back.  A little while later some more people passed by (one by one) and everyone stopped and 
waved.  By this time, I had opened the windows in order to clean them, and several people stopped and 
said hello and we had a chat.  These people live close by, but I have never spoken to them before.  I 
should add at this point that this job usually takes a couple of hours, but on this occasion it took 4½ 
hours due to the interruptions! 

In this time of concern I felt really heartened by this almost ‘wartime’ attitude to one another.  The only 
people I have spoken to face to face are these ‘strangers' and my closest neighbours on a Thursday 
evening at 8 pm when we all stand at our gates and Clap for the Carers. 

I am really looking forward to getting back to normal, but I really hope that we do not lose this uplifting 
spirit which has emerged from these dark times.’       
                                                                                                                                                Gill  

 



Many of us are really appreciating our gardens at the moment. Even rather unkempt ones like ours may 
have their colourful corners: 

 
 
 
Here are some light hearted gardening reflections from Peter Cunningham: 
 
GROW YOUR OWN 

‘There’s nothing nicer than a new potato freshly dug.  Now is the time to start planting and old country 
folk law says that potatoes should be planted at the full moon before Easter.  It goes on to say that you 
should do this at midnight whilst sitting on the ground with no clothes on.  

There is evidence that some of this is quite valid.  Easter is in Springtime which is a good time for 
planting.  The phase of the moon affects the tides round our shores and it also affects the moisture in 
the soil and inside plants.  Planting just before the full moon gives the plant maximum moisture.  

Obviously planting in warm soil gives any seed a better chance of germination so if you need to put on 
thick coat when planting the chances are that the soil is too cold for planting.  If however if it warm 
enough for you to be able to sit on the ground with nothing on whilst planting your potatoes will have a 
flying start. 

 Don’t worry about inquisitive neighbours - what are they doing looking into your garden at midnight.  
You could, of course, use your elbow like Mum’s do to test the baby’s bathwater.  

Honesty requires me to say that I only grow flowers and got most of this from google and a book called 
“The Complete Old Wives’ Lore for Gardeners”.’  
 

More theatre and entertainment news, from Karen, our Parish Administrator this week: 

For those like me who are missing their theatre trips, and the live streams at the cinema, then The Globe 
website now has different Shakespeare plays to view.  The current play is Hamlet and there will be a 
different one every fortnight.  Also, Andrew Lloyd Webber is making one of his musicals available on his 
Youtube channel from 7pm every Friday for 48 hours.   
 
BBC iplayer has a 'From the Archives' section including many 'old' tv programmes including Michael 
Palin's Around the World in 80 Days, and David Attenborough shows from the 1960's. 
 



And finally… 
 
Jean and Paul Reeve are pleased to announce that daughter Alex gave birth to her third child Florence, 
who eventually arrived in a bit of a rush at 7.15 on Thursday morning. Mother and baby are both doing 
well. 

 
 
Please keep your contributions coming! 
 
Photos or articles for next week’s newsletter and also for the magazine will be gratefully accepted. 
Please email them to vanessa.m.dixon@btinternet.com and gillsinclair@outlook.com 
 
Any church member in need of help should please contact John Pentlow on j.pentlow@btinternet.com 
John will try to co-ordinate help for you. 
 
New prayer requests should be sent to the church office on allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 
 
How are you doing? Please let us know. 
 
Our very best wishes and prayers to you all for good health and a very blessed Eastertide!   
 
Gill and Vanessa  
 

 

 


