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Notices 
 

Coronavirus Update: Public Worship has been suspended indefinitely by the Church of England and the 
building is closed until further notice.  Please see Facebook and the website for ideas for prayer, worship 
and study at this difficult time.  While public worship is suspended weekly notices will include the “In 
need of our prayers” as well as the “anniversaries” section from the pew sheet. 
 
Electoral Roll: The revision of the electoral roll will now be extended until 28 days before the delayed 
APCM.  Forms are available from Jean Reeve, the Electoral Roll Officer, or email the church office on 
allsaintsorpington@gmail.com who will forward on your request to Jean). 
 
Our New Vicar: The restrictions mentioned previously are still in place, but we are ready to plan for 
George’s arrival once an announcement regarding the uplifting is made and the Diocese proceed 
matters. George took part in another Standing Committee Zoom meeting this week, and is pleased with 
what is happening at All Saints’. Please watch the All Saints’ facebook page, which is very active and 
reaching out beyond our church body. The web-site is being kept well up to date and is very informative. 
Young Saints, our youth, hold Zoom meetings every Sunday and the number is growing including 
participants from outside our congregation. Appropriate Safeguarding provisions are in place regarding 
this. There are other things in the pipeline taking advantage of modern technology and the Standing 
Committee and George are aware of what is proposed and would like to thank all those who have been 
and are involved with these projects, this Newsletter being one of them. 
Our prayers are with George and Yun Lee and we hope they will stay safe and well. 
  
Foodbank update: The delivery service to clients has begun this week.  The most needed items are now:  
 

Potatoes (most urgent) 
Fruit 
Custard 
Rice pudding 
Desserts  
Shampoo  
Shower gel 
 

Details of how to donate financially are on the website:  
https://bromleyborough.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-money/.  
There is a link to 'Now Donate' if you wish to donate online, using Pay Pal or a credit card.  Alternatively, 
cheque or cash donations should be sent: c/o Orpington Baptist Church, Station Road, Orpington, BR6 
0RZ. 
Food donations can still be taken to the Oak Community Church, 345 Chipperfield Road, St. Paul's Cray, 
BR5 2LJ on Mondays and Thursdays 10am -12 noon. 
Shoppers can continue to use the supermarket collection points to leave donations. 



In Need of our Prayers 
All those affected by the Coronavirus, including: 

people helping those in need, charity workers and the Foodbank team trying 
to ensure that provisions are available to vulnerable families 

all people working through lockdown, including those in supermarkets and pharmacies,  
teachers, train and bus drivers, delivery drivers and funeral directors 

all hospital staff, working in very stressful circumstances, and those in their care, in ICU. 
 

the Hussey family would appreciate your prayers following the sudden passing of Alan’s mother, Pam 
(not due to Covid 19) 

 
Jean Barbour, Jane Bradstreet, Pat Cutter, Malcolm Dixon, Jean Fribence, Jean Giles, 

Brenda Gooding, Katie H, Pauline Hill, Ralph Ingram, Carol Jeffery, Jean Jones, Carol King, 

Chris Kitchener, Jeff Lovell, Kath Misselbrook, Pam Mercer, Ruth Pooley, Jenny Scrivener,  

Leslie Wellham, Ron White, John Williams, Roma Wright, Lauren 

 

Those who have died recently 

Joyce Harris, Bridget Horslen, Pam Hussey, Dorothy Sprigg and Marilyn Stevens, 

May they rest in peace, and rise in glory 

 

Anniversaries of the deaths of loved ones 

Amelia Cresswell, Andrew Cutter, Albert Walker, Frederick Booker, Doreen Booker, 

Herbert Chenevix Trench, William & Mary Trevena, Ethel Cowey, Lincoln South, 

Gilbert Parfitt, Frederick & Miriam Want, Wallace Dana, James Wallace, 

John & Anne Stephenson, Ruby Tonkin, Phyllis Packer, Frederick Packer, Mary Daniells, 

Winifred & Cyril Williams, Brian Cameron, Henry Maddox 

 

A few of us are still using the ‘Our Prayer’ booklets to pray daily for All Saints’.  If you would like to join 
this, please let Gill or Vanessa know. We can send you the text by email. 

 

News 
 

This is issue number six of our weekly news from All Saints’.  
 
Marilyn Stevens RIP 
Marilyn Diane Stevens (née Mills) died peacefully at home in Orpington on 5th April 2020, aged 82. 
Devoted to her family, Marilyn's life and Christian faith inspired and blessed so many.  A private funeral 
at 09.30 on 4 May will be followed by a celebration of Marilyn's life at a later time, to be held at 
Orpington Methodist Church. No flowers but donations in her memory to St Christopher’s Hospice. 
 https://www.stchristophers.org.uk 
Marilyn’s daughter Caroline writes “mum was a member of All Saints for 50 years, until she and dad 

started attending Orpington Methodist Church where they have had some very happy years. All Saints 

is, for us, our 'home church'.  We were all baptised there, attended every week with mum all through 

our childhoods, and whenever we came home to Orpington to visit as adults.  Some of us were married 



there also, and quite a few of mum and dad's 13 grandchildren were baptised or dedicated there.  The 

church has been a constant in our lives, and we have special memories of Dick Third, Bob Lunnon and 

Alan Mustoe in particular, who along with many others, supported mum and our family through the 

years”. Marilyn helped with All Saints’ Sunday School, running it for many years in the 1980s. 

If anyone has memories of Marilyn that they would like to submit for the magazine, please send them to 

Gill Sinclair. Many thanks. 

  
Our very old apple tree in blossom once again. 
 

Last week, on 27th April, the Church of England commemorated the poet Christina Rossetti, so here is 
her Easter Carol: 
 
Spring bursts to-day, 
For Christ is risen and all the earth’s at play. 
 

Flash forth, thou Sun,  

The rain is over and gone, its work is done.  

Winter is past,  

Sweet Spring is come at last, is come at last. 

Bud, Fig and Vine,  

Bud, Olive, fat with fruit and oil and wine. 

Break forth this morn  

In roses, thou but yesterday a Thorn. 

Uplift thy head,  

O pure white Lily through the Winter dead. 

Beside your dams  

Leap and rejoice, you merry-making Lambs. 

All Herds and Flocks  

Rejoice, all Beasts of thickets and of rocks. 

Sing, Creatures, sing,  

Angels and Men and Birds and everything. 

All notes of Doves  

Fill all our world: this is the time of loves. 

 



Geoff and Maggie Dawson went for a walk in Priory Gardens and sent the lovely pictures below: 
 
 

     
 
 

                      
 

 



A Reflection from Peter and Marion Cunningham: 

Some people find it hard to refer to a person as having “died” and resort to a euphemism such as 
“passed on” or “gone ahead”. There are many other phrases but the intention is always to soften a 
difficult situation. 

Several years ago a good friend of ours Rita died and Marion & I were unable to go to her funeral as we 
were in New Zealand. We went to Christchurch fortunately this was before the earthquake in 2011 
which caused so much damage to the City Centre including the Cathedral. It was a beautiful building and 
the atmosphere was peaceful and calm. In a side aisle we lit a small candle in memory of Rita and were 
able to sit and remember her. 

I then noticed a small plaque on the wall dedicated to Frederick Wollaston Hutton who died in 1905. The 
epitaph read 

 “Peace, Peace, He is not dead, He doth not sleep, He hath awakened from the dream of Life” 

It was Sunday so we went to Choral Evensong and the final hymn was “The day thou gavest Lord is 
ended” As we sang the verse “The sun that bids us rest is waking our brethren ‘neath the western sky” I 
looked at my watch and realised that at that moment our friends in Orpington were gathering for the 
Parish Communion. 

 

 

Jean Reeve saw these lovely bluebells in St. Martin’s churchyard, Chelsfield. 

 

 

 

 



Young Saints 

Catherine King reports: 
We had another Young Saints lesson online this week, this time thinking about community and what 

that means. We used a PowerPoint showing different types of community and a reading from 

Corinthians 12 to think about how we are all different parts of one body, the Church. We then linked 

this to the symbol of a rainbow using different colours to represent different aspects of being a 

community. We then made our own rainbows, drawing and colouring or using Lego bricks or T-shirts – 

Here are some examples: 

 

        

 

                     

 

 

We ended with the following prayer: 

Lord Jesus, 

As we look at the rainbow, help us to remember that it is a symbol of God's promise and a reminder of 

how we are all part of the Christian community.  Helps us to he resourceful, use our opportunities wisely 

and as Young Saints to remember that God is at the heart of the rainbow and gives us grace.  Help us to 

stay brave, inspire others and show them the victory of Jesus' resurrection.   

Amen 



Advice to the "elderly" 
 
A friend of mine who is well over 90, was troubled by occasional episodes of breathlessness.  She visited 
her G.P. and told him of her problem.   
He asked if she could tell him what she was doing when she was out of breath.  She answered "running 
for the bus!”      
 
Marion Cunningham 
 

Last week’s ‘Hidden Books of the Bible’ 

I wasn’t given the answers. The puzzle was something that my cousin had posted on Facebook.  The 
answers below are what I came up with. If anyone found any alternatives, I’d be interested to know! 
Mark 

Luke  

Acts 

Revelation 

James 

Ruth 

Numbers 

Job 

Amos 

Esther 

Judges 

Titus 

The Preacher * (i.e. Ecclesiastes) 

Lamentations 

Hebrews 

Peter 

I once made a remark about the hidden books of the Bible. A certain Luke kept people looking so hard 
for facts, and for others, it was a revelation. Some were in a jam, especially since the names of the books 
were not capitalized. But the truth finally struck home to numbers of our readers. To others it was a job. 
We want it to be a most fascinating little moment for you. Yes, there will be some really easy ones to 
spot. Others may require judges to help find them. I will quickly admit it usually takes the preacher to 
find one of them, and there will be loud lamentations when it is found. A little lady says she brews a cup 
of tea so she can concentrate better. See how you will compete. Relax now, for there really are sixteen 
books of the Bible in this paragraph. 

*‘The Preacher’ is the dodgy one! Wikipedia says this: ‘Ecclesiastes is presented as biography of 
"Kohelet" (or "Qoheleth", meaning "Assembler", but traditionally translated by Christians as "Teacher" 
or "Preacher".’ 

Please keep your contributions coming! 

Photos or articles for next week’s newsletter and also for the magazine will be gratefully accepted. 

Please email them to vanessa.m.dixon@btinternet.com and gillsinclair@outlook.com 



 

Any church member in need of help should please contact John Pentlow on j.pentlow@btinternet.com 

John will try to co-ordinate help for you. 

 

New prayer requests should be sent to the church office on allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 

 

How are you doing? Please let us know. 

 

Our very best wishes and prayers to you all for good health and a very blessed Eastertide!   

Gill and Vanessa  

 


