
As I write this, 77 Scouts & Explorers are 
reflecting on the experiences they have 
had on the various trips this Summer. 
As you'll see within these have varied 
from the Troops' camp at Bryn Gwian 
on the edge of Snowdonia, to 
Explorer trips to Hungary & Tanzania. 

This year has seen both Troops running 
successful programmes of weekly 
meetings & weekends away. Many 
thanks to Mike Ross & Andrew Storey 
for leading Troop I & to Nick Trussell & 
Andrew La Niece with Troop II for all 
their contribution throughout the year. 
Explorers has continued to expand with 
more than 50 youngsters now on the 
books. Will Rhodes is stepping down 
from the Leader role following the 
Hungary trip and we can but thank him 
for his hard work & dedication over the 
past few years. He leaves a solid 
foundation for the future. 

Our Leadership team has continued to 
grow and we're pleased to welcome to 
the team, Dan Jones as Assistant 
Explorer Leader & Sarah Saull as an 
Assistant Scout Leader. We have 
significant demand for a Cub pack (for 
age 8-10), so if there's anyone out there 
who would be interested in taking up 

the challenge of becoming our Cub 
leaders please come and talk to me! 

The Group Executive is the formal 
management team of the Scout Group 
led by our Chairman John Beck. We 
welcome Alison Williams as our new 
Secretary. We're always keen to gain 
additional committee members. We 
would be particulary keen to gain 
representation from parents of Scouts 
in years 6 & 7. The committee meets 
approx 4 times a year, so please let us 
know if you can spare a few evenings 
to support us. 

Congratulations on completing their 
Chief Scout's Gold Award to: 

Lucas Brown (Troop I) 

Emyr Williams (Troop II) 

Nicholas Beck (Troop II) 

These will be formally awarded at our 
open evening in November along with: 

The Mike Engerran Trophy for best per-
formance by a 1st time Camper which 
goes to Tom Borrett 

Peter Evans, GSL 
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Nights Away 2013-14 

Overall we completed 1767 nights 
away in 2013-14. These were split: 

Troop I . 241 

Troop II . 528 

Explorers . 671 

Leaders . 327 

The Graham Squires Trophy for 
most nights away goes to Cole Hine 

The leading individual scores were:  

Cole Hine (TpII/ESU) 59 
Rob Lamb (HQ) 55 
Peter Evans (HQ) 53 
Jonathan Wolstenholme  45 
Daniel Torren (ESU) 37 
Harry Spratt (Tp II/ESU) 35 
Emyr Williams (Tp II) 34 
Lucas Brown (TpI) 32 
 

Diary dates 

September 
2nd Explorers - D of E Bronze & 
Young Leaders Briefing 
5th Troop II - 1st meeting of term 
8th Troop I - 1st meeting of term 
9th Explorers - 1st meeting of term 

November 
7th  Investiture & Awards evening - 
parents are encouraged to keep 
the date free and join us 

For full programme for 
both Troops & Explorers 
please see their respective 
pages on the website 

 Keep up to date with details of all our activities by logging on regularly at www.25thcamberwell.org.uk 



  

Explorer Tanzania 
Expedition 

On Saturday 19th July, all of us going 
on the trip, (nearly 40 of us), met bleary 
eyed at Gatwick for a very long flight 
to Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. We were all 
carrying heavy suitcases, largely packed 
with aid for those we would be helping 
out there, and were all excited for our 
three weeks stay there. After a very 
long flight and a 3 hour hiatus in 
Istanbul we finally arrived and pitched 
our tents by the Indian Ocean to catch 
a few hours’ sleep before the sun came 
up. The next day was spent very 
relaxed, playing in the ocean, and 
preparing for the rest of the trip. 
However the following morning it was 
much less restful as we had to get up 
extra early to drive along very bumpy 
roads to the small market town of 
Mpwapwa near the capital, Dodoma. 
When we finally arrived after a very 
long journey at the Ark hotel we split 
into two groups, half staying there and 
working with two local villages, 
Chitemo and Nyanila, and the other 
half driving on to Queen Esther’s Girl 
School. There we were divided into 4 
groups and were rotated around four 
activities, the service team which 

involved looking after the camp and 
helping to prepare and cook the food, 
teaching, walking and decorating the 
girls dormitories. After the stage at the 
girl’s school we came back down to 
attend a church service at All Saint’s 
Cathedral. It was a very vibrant affair 
with lots of singing. Afterwards we 
were shown where Stanley had made 
camp on his expedition to find Dr 
Livingstone. Then we had a football 
match with a church team of local 
teenagers (aged 17-20) and were 
flattened, although we did joke 
afterwards that we did do better than 
Brazil in the World Cup, only losing 5-1. 
We then swapped with the other group 
and took over the visits to the villages. 
What we were doing there was playing 
with the children, using some of the 
play equipment we had brought and 
building play areas in both of the 
villages. It was certainly one of the 
most enjoyable and rewarding parts of 
the trip, especially getting you to think 
when you compared their lifestyle to 
ours. This was also helped by their 
never-ending generosity, as they were 
constantly trying to feed us! However it 
was also very sobering to see all of the 
orphans in the tatty green government 
hand-outs, many of them orphans from 
AIDS. The second phase of the trip was 
more typical of a tourist in Tanzania. 
We drove south from Mpwapwa over 
the mountains to Hondo Hondo 
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campsite, right on the edge of Mikumi 
National Park. Here again we were 
divided up into three groups, doing 
three things, a short three expedition 
up Mwanihana peak, a safari and some 
day activities. First my group did the 
expedition to Mwanihana however the 
fates were set against us as on the first 
night, after racing up the hill to our 
campsite, there was torrential rain, and 
in our tents, which were really only to 
protect us from the mosquitos, we were 
soaked. This and lots of other factors 
unfortunately forced us back down, 
though we did get a day to dry out on 
the day we were meant to be walking 
back. The other two groups did 
manage to reach the summit. We 
however went onto the next phase 
which was safari. Our group was 
ridiculously lucky, seeing lions as we 
drove towards our camp, and on a later 
drive we managed to see another pride 
hunt down and kill a buffalo. We also 
managed to see lots of other creatures 
like crocodiles, hippos, wildebeest, 
baboons and elephants. Unluckily the 
only animal we didn’t get to see was 
the leopard but you can’t get 
everything in life! We then spent two 
days doing day trips from the campsite 
like helping to plant trees with local 
school children and cutting back the 
invasive Teak as well as going on a walk 
through Magombera forest. The next 
day after the other groups joined us we 
all spent a day climbing Sanje waterfall, 
which has amazing views then all 
swimming in the pool at the base. 
Unfortunately this was our last day of 
activities however we had had an 
amazing time and it will certainly be a 
treasured memory for the rest of our 
lives. After we drove back to Dar es 
Salaam, we had dinner at a very nice 
Indian restaurant, got on a plane and 
flew home, back to a warm bath, food 
and bed! 

Daniel Johnson 

Explorer Hungary 
Expedition 

On the 4th of August 2014, seven of 
the Dulwich Explorers (Will, Ollie, Peter, 
Emily, Phoebe, Harry and Mathilde) 
along with Will and Helly, the two 
leaders for the trip departed from Lu-
ton airport for Budapest. After 
spending a night in a very nice youth 
hostel in Budapest, we travelled by 
train to Lake Balaton. Once we had 
arrived at our campsite at Balatonfured 
we immediately noticed that there was 
going to be a lot to do here. The 
campsite had over 8 cafes and 
restaurants, a beach football court, 

beach volleyball court, tennis and bike 
hire, and of course immediate access to 
the lake, which we made good use of 
the second after we had put up our 
tents. We decided on staying four 
nights in Balaton and hence had 3 full 
days to make full use of all the activities 
on offer. Although we awoke to rain 
on the first morning, with only a few of 
the tents leaking, it meant we had the 
opportunity to visit a Hungarian 
breakfast bar. Here four of us ordered a 
‘white hot chocolate’ which had quite 
an acquired taste. It turned out to be 
more of a custard rather than the hot 
chocolate we are used to in the UK. 
However Harry and Peter still seemed 
to enjoy it. Later on the first day we 
attempted fishing. A successful catch 
came late in the afternoon, by which 
time the majority of us had gone to 
play mini golf. The two remaining 
explorers caught two fish, which in 
comparison to our fellow fisherman 
looked rather feeble as one young boy 
had caught 15. On the second and third 
day we spent a lot more time actually 
in the water. We went kayaking and 
water skiing/wake boarding. The latter 
activity was extremely fun and 
although many of us barely stayed on 
for longer than 10 seconds, Will made it 
the whole way round the course. Helly 
and Emily consistently made it to the 
first corner of the square course that 
the rope pulled you around on. 
Mathilde made it to the third corner on 
her last attempt. After a scorching hot 
last day sunbathing, our time at Lake 
Balaton had come to an end. It was sad 
as we had all made many friends 
throughout our short stay, young 
people from Holland, Germany and 
Israel, made during the numerous 
matches of beach football and 
volleyball that had been played. After a 
train journey to our next destination, 
Eger, we continued to have as much 
fun. Eger was a beautiful town and our 
campsite was only a short walk away 
from the ‘Valley of Beautiful Women’ 
that is renowned for its wine. We ate 
some lovely meals here including 
goulash with Hungarian dumplings, 
steaks and lots of dishes which were 
accompanied by various cheeses. 
During our time in Eger we visited the 
thermal baths and wandered round the 
lovely town, whilst some of the group 
decided to go wine tasting. We stayed 
a shorter time in Eger so after three 
days we left and returned to the hostel 
in Budapest. On our final day almost all 
the explorers decided to go sightseeing 
with most of us visiting Hero Square. 
This was a nice end to a wonderful trip! 

Mathilde Edgington-Pollard  
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 Decorating a Queen Esther's Girl School in Tanzania 

 "Team Hungary" in the hostel in Budapest 

 Water Sports on Lake Balaton 



Joint Troop Summer Camp 
at Bryn Gwian 

  

On Saturday 6th of July, the 
Scouts from Troop I and Troop II set out 
on a long journey to Bryn Gwian 
in Snowdonia. This is where they 
would be staying for the next week and 
a half. Each patrol had their own site 
where they would pitch their tent and 
dining shelter, dig a fire pit and sleep 
and eat for the camp. Each member of 
the patrol would do certain jobs such 
as wood collecting for the fire, cooking 
or washing up in order to keep the 
patrol going and get as many points 
as possible in meals and daily 
inspection. This Summer Camp was 
packed with hard challenges that 
would push the knowledge and skill of 
all the scouts to the limit. These 
challenges included an initiative test, a 
20+ kilometre navigational hike (The 
Monster Scheme) and also just the 
basics of cooking and inspection 
everyday. Each patrol was expected to 
cook Breakfast and Dinner and they 
would get given a score from HQ, 
which would count towards the patrol 
competition. Other challenges included 
the patrol choice, in which patrols 
could choose what they cooked, and 
also the various games like the parent’s 
day events and the wide game. There 
was also a wide range of activities on 
offer. Theseincluded Go-Karting, rock 
climbing, cycling, high ropes and 
Europe’s longest zip wire. There was 
also the opportunity to earn badges 
and a great day out to the seaside town 
of Llandudno. The weather at camp 
varied with a few showers here and 
there but sunny and pleasant for the 
most part. The scouts developed a lot 
of new skills and knowledge but above 
all, bonded well with other patrol 
members and learnt to work as a team. 
This is essential for being an effective 
patrol and all of the patrols this year 
did this well. Even with a lot of first 
time campers, this was a very successful 
and fun Summer camp and all the 
scouts came back with great memories 
and should be proud of what they have 
achieved over the twelve days away. 

Emyr Williams 

  

Snowdonia Expedition 

  

The Snowdonia Trip runs during the 
Easter Holidays. We stay in the Welsh 
village of Rhyd Ddu in the Snowdonia 
National Park. When we arrive we 
settle into our respective cottages and 
meet our ‘housemates’ for the trip. We 
soon crack on to the first meal of the 
trip – good hearty meals are necessary 
for the hill walking we do, and much 
appreciated after a tough day! Every 
night we listen to talks on a broad 
range of matters, such as hill walking 
navigation skills or equipment – all are 
useful. The hills themselves are 
amazing - on a sunny day you can see 
for miles the rolling hills and valleys of 
the national park – an amazing 
experience. The hills are rewardingly 
difficult sometimes with steep climbs, 
scrambling or tricky navigation, 
however everyone returns with smiles 
on their faces on completing a hill. As 
you get older, you can experience 
tougher hills and tougher walks, 
however these all retain the same sense 
of a reward once completed. The trip is 
in my opinion one of the best to go on, 
and I would highly recommend it to all 
Scouts, Explorers & Leaders! 

Dan Norton-Smith 

  

A Final Thought... 

The above few pages contain just a 
snap shot of the experience that is 
Dulwich Scouting. Do join us on Friday 
7th November to hear and see more 
about our activities over the past year. 

As we head into a new school year, we 
can but encourage Scouts & Explorers 
to make the most of the opportunities 
available. Do make sure you log on 
soon to www.25thcamberwell.org.uk 
and start planning which activities 
you're going to participate in next! 
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 Summer Camp Water Slide! 

 Winner of the 1st time camper trophy! 

 Learning our knots... 

Contacts: 

e-mail Scouts@dulwich.org.uk 

  


